- jah paſt, and lived to a very great Age, 


Nu M B. LXXXL 


Quietè & pur 


recordatio. 


e atque eleganter atte 


étatis placida ac 


~ 


| Saturday, June 13. 1713. 


HE , Paper which was publifhed on the 
‘ 30th of laſt Month, ended with a Piece 
: of Devotion written by the Archbiſhop of 


Camur aye 
in that Precaution) be of ſingular Uſe, for the 
Improvement of our Minds, to have the fecret 
Thoughts of Men of good Talents on ſuch Occafi- 


ons. I thall for the Entertainment of this Day give 
my. Reader two Pieces, which, if he is curious, 


will be pleating: for that Reafon, if they prove to 
have no other Effect upon him. One of them was 
found in the Clofet of an Athesian Libertine, who 
lived many Ages ago, and is a Soliloquy wherein he 


contemplates his own Life and Actions according 


to the Lights Men have from Nature, and the Com- 

unctions of Natural Reaſon. Tue other is the 
Payer of a Gentleman who died Win few Years 
but had 
paſſed his Youth in all the Vices in Fafhion. The 
Athenian is ſuppoſed to have been Alcibiades, a Man 


of great Spirit, extremely addicted to Pleaſutes, but 


at the fame time very capable, and upon agcafion 
very attentive to Bufinefs. He was by Nature en- 


dued with all the Accompliſnhments the could beftow, 


he had Beauty, Wit; Courage, and a great Under- 
ng; but in the firſt Bloom of his Life was ar- 


 rogantly affected with the Advantages he had above 


others. That Temper is pretty vifible in an Ex- 
preſſion of his, when it was propofed to him to 
learn to psy upon a Muſigal Inftrument ; he an- 
ſtered, It is not for me to five, 


of Philofophy, and if it had not the force to make 


a Man of his Genius and Fortune wholly regular, 
it gave him ſome cool Moments, and this following 
Soliloquy is ſuppoſed by the Learned to have been 


ae (price Two Pence.) 


It would (as it was hinted 
¢ tertained with Mufick, my 


ſoppoſed to be defigned for a Manor e fi 
* table than this, wherein what delights her dimi- 


but toreceive Delight. 
However, the Converfation of Socrates tempered a. 
» ftrong Inclination to Licentiouſneſs into Reflections 


this Life, and the Reflections which the Succcis 


| thrown together before fome expected Engage- 


—.— and ſeems to be very much the Picture of the 
an. 


J am now wholly alone, my Ears are not én- 
Eyes with Beauty, nor 
any of my Senſes foforcibly affected, as to divert 
the Coutſe of my inward Thoughts: Methinks 

there is in my felf, now I am 
alone. What is this Being of mine? I came into 
¢ it without my Choice, and yet Socrates ſays it is 


© to be imputed to me. In this Repofe of my Senſes, 
~ © wherein they communicate nothing ftrongty to 


my felf, I taſte, methinks, a Being diftin@ from 
their Operation. Why may not then my Soul 
© exift, when the is wholly gone out of thefe Or- 


gans? I can perceive my Faculties grow ftronger, 


the lefs I admit the Pleaſures of Senſe; and the 


© nearer I place my ſelf to a bare Exiftence, the 


more worthy, the more noble, the more Celeftial 
does that Exiftence appear to me. If my Soul is. 
© weakened rather than improved by all that the 
Body adminifters to her, the may, reafonably be 
more fui- 


‘ nithes her Excellence, and that which affli&s her 
adds to her Perfection. There is an Hereafter, 
and I will not fear to be Immortal for the Sake 
Sof Athens, 


This Soliloquy is but the firt Dawnings of Thought 


in a Mind of a meer Man given up to Senſuality. The 
Paper which | mention of our 


ntemporary was 
found in his Scrutore after his Death, but commu- 
nicated to a Friend or two of his in his Life-time. 
You fee in ‘it a Man wearied with the Vanities of 


or 


we ( 

not 
many. | 
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